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over the various races who were now settled in every part of
the great continent.

To Akbar the Great, and to his descendants, Shah Jehan
and Aurangzebe, India owes the glory of its most splendid
palaces and temples. They were all great builders, and at
Delhi, Allahabad, Benares, and other cities along the valley of
the Ganges, their memory is perpetuated in the mosques and
tombs and great palace fortresses upon which they lavished
their wealth, and which they erected as a symbol of their
grandeur. But gradually their wealth and luxury enervated
the character of the Mogul Emperors, and the weak, vicious
men who succeeded to the throne failed to keep a firm hold
upon the turbulent races whom they were called upon to rule.
Their subordinate Princes defied their authority, and became
in fact, if not in name, sovereigns of independent States, who
waged war with each other incessantly, and vied with each
other in cruelty and oppression of the people in their dominions.
The great Moguls, as the Emperors were called, became mere
puppets in the hands of these turbulent Viceroys, and through-
out the length and breadth of India there was a fierce and con-
stant rivalry between State and State, a bitter and unceasing
hatred between Mohammedans, Hindus, Mahrattas, and other
native races, while assassination, treachery, intrigues, and
murderous raids were common episodes in the history of the
Indian Princes and people.

Such was the state of affairs in the seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries when the English, French, and Portuguese
trading companies obtained grants of land on the coast. For
a long time the Europeans did not trouble themselves about
the political situation of India. Nabobs might murder their
rivals, Viceroys might defy their Emperor, or devastate ^each
other's territory; but as long as trade still flowed into the,
European factories, And their own safety-' was secure, the
officials of these trading companies gave no concern to what
was not their business.

.But at last it was "given to a .Frenchman to see that tkfiL: